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_ Your new Fender Instrument incorporates /i um®

finest workmanship and highest quality components

and is guaranteed to give complete satisfaction. As a Fender owner,
you can be proud and self-assured in the knowledge

that you have the finest instrument that is possible to buy.

Many outstanding playing features and technical developments, well
known to string instrument players throughout the

world, have come from Fender research and are employed

in the design and manufacture of this instrument. As a

result, you are assured of receiving superior quality and lasting beauty.

Further playing satisfaction will be realized through the

years by becoming thoroughly acquainted with its features. We

suggest you carefully read the instruction manual especially

prepared for your Fender Instrument. If at any time you should have

a question concerning its adjustment, componets or other features,

consult this manual or contact your Fender Dealer or Fender Musical Instruments.
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String Height Adjustment: The new type
Fender bridge employed on the Bass Guitar utilizes a
bridge channel supported at each end. You will note
this channel “floats” or rocks on the bridge posts. The
purpose of this design feature is to provide smooth
tremolo action, eliminating undue wear of the strings.
To raise the channel at either end, insert the allen
wrench in the bridge post and raise or lower it as desired.
If all of the string heights are to be raised or lowered,
it is better to adjust the entire bridge channel first, then
adjust the individual string height as desired. With the new Fender bridge unit, extremely low playing
action can be achieved facilitating fast playing action and ease of playing.

String Length Adjustment: (See Figure A) An extremely important feature of any guitar is the
ability to achieve accurate string intonation so that chords are in tune throughout the frets. You will note
that each bridge bar is held in place by the longitudinal screws which are used to vary their position (string
length). If a string plays flat at the 12th fret when compared with the harmonic at that fret, turn the
longitudinal screw counterclockwise so as to move the bridge bar toward the neck. If the note at the
12th fret is sharp when compared with the harmonic then the string length is too short and the

bridge bar should be adjusted clockwise. These adjustments will be fractional and should not be
necessary except in unusual circumstances. Check the harmonic and the 12th fret note several times
while making the string length adjustment to be sure the bridge is not moved past the proper position.




N The Fender “‘Floating’’ Tremolo: (See Figure B) This entirely new tremolo design
is one of the finest yet developed for use with guitars. It provides extremly smooth tremolo action.
In addition, this new tremolo unit can be locked at any time. With the tremolo unit locked the
tremolo arm may be removed, the instrument may be restrung, or should a string break during
performance the tremolo can be locked and all strings will retain their tuned pitch. (See “Restringing
your Bass Guitar,”) To actuate the “trem-lock” depress the tremolo arm and slide the “trem-lock”

| button toward the spring tension screw. To release, depress the tremolo arm and return

the “trem-lock” button to its original position.

Tremolo Spring Tension Screw: It is possible
to vary the tension of the tremolo action by adjusting the
tremolo spring tension screw. It should be kept in mind

that the tension of the tremolo spring directly affects the
pitch of the strings and if you tighten this screw the pitch
of the strings will be raised. Should the tension be
lessened then the pitch of the strings will be lowered. Either
adjustment will in no way affect the playing action of the
instrument, but will require retuning the strings to

their original pitch. This feature affords the player any
degree of tremolo action he prefers which will be readily
appreciated by every player.




Restringing Your Bass Guitar: It is advisable to lock the tremolo action when chan g/ (i
a string or restringing the instrument. This facilitates tuning the new string or strings to the proper

playing pitch without detuning those already mounted. It should be mentioned that Fender Strings

have been especially developed for the Fender Bass Guitar and their manufacture is controlled in every
detail. They provide you with an accurately gauged string, assuring you of higher output, greater

brilliance, longer life and truer fretting. Extended string life can be expected under all playing conditions
when you use Fender Mastersound Flatwound Strings. You will be doing yourself a favor to always replace

with genuine Fender Strings. If other sets are used, a variation in their gauge and density of the

metal of the strings may require string adjustments as described above.

Adjustable Neck Truss Rod: (See Figure C) A well-known feature of all Fender Electric
Guitars is the adjustable neck truss rod which maintains perfect neck alignment. If for any reason
the neck of your Bass guitar appears to require further adjustment, you can make the correction
without the necessity of returning the instrument to your dealer or manufacturer.

Lay the instument on a table or other flat surface and insert a small standard-head screwdriver
in. the nut exposed at the end of the neck near the pickguard edge. If the neck bows up in the
center, turn the slotted screw counterclockwise a quarter turn. If the neck is concave in the center,
turn the slotted screw clockwise. To ease the pressure on the nut, have another person hold

down the body of the guitar and with your left hand depress or raise the end of the neck according
to the adjustment required, and with the right hand turn the nut in the appropriate direction.

If at any time you have any question concerning any of the various adjustments described, please do
not hesitate to contact your dealer or write Fender Musical Instruments, Santa Ana, California.



The Fender Bass VI Guitar is equipped with

three full-range pickups that are each controlled by an on-off switch, These two-
position switches enable the player to select the pickups individually or in any

combination, The lower two-position switch is for tone moditication and will effect
any combination of pickups selected. In addition, a tone control positioned
immediately above the input pack permits further tone modifications of any

selected pickup combination. The volume control, positioned above the tone con-
- trol, increases or decreases the volume as desired.

The radical off- set waist body design of the Bass

 Guitan coninbutes to the effortless playing of this instrument. This unique body
design places the player's arm in a natural position over the strings, sup-

porting the arm so that considerably greater comfort is achieved. In addition, the
contoured body snugly fits into the player’s hody, adding to the natural playing

position. These are features which every guitarist will readily recognize and appreciate.

~ Your new Bass VI is equipped with the Fender Mute,
another Fender First. This Mute enables the player to dampen the strings for a
non-sustained note. Light finger pressure on the lettered portion of the
Mute will activate or disengage the unit. With the Fender Mute it is no longer
necessary to remove the bridge cover in otder to dampen the strings by hand,

—
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